
		
			[image: Made_Clean_eBook_Cover.jpg]
		

	
		
			© 2017 by RU Recovery Ministries

			Published by RU Publishing

			All rights reserved. It is the burden of the author to disseminate the truths of this book. No prior permission is required to duplicate up to a thousand words for non-commercial, non-salable, or non-financial purposes. No part beyond this limit may be transmitted in any form, or by any means, electronically or mechanically, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without written permission from the publisher.

			 

			Any written or published critique, whether positive or negative, may not quote any portion of this book without written permission of the publisher to avoid any discrepancies in context.

			RU Recovery Ministries

			PO Box 15732, Loves Park, IL 61132

			Visit our website at www.rurecovery.com

			Printed in Canada

			Cover design and layout by Cisco Cervantes

			Edited by Wendy Burks

			Burks, Ben 

			Cervantes, Cisco

			Made Clean

			1st Edition

			ISBN 978-1-939448-36-1

		

		
			Contents

			Introduction

			There’s a better way	1

			Chapter One

			“You Have no idea”	5

			Chapter Two

			what does it mean to be clean?	13

			Chapter Three

			we all fall short	23

			Chapter Four

			love will find a way	31

			Chapter Five

			louder than words	37

			Chapter Six

			it’s that simple	43

			Chapter Seven

			stain free	5 1

			A Note from the Authors	59

		

		
		

	
		
			Introduction

			There’s a Better Way

			There are many reasons for wanting to break free from an addiction. 

				There are some, no doubt, that want to get clean because of a requirement: perhaps by a state law, court mandate or employment clause. 

				There are others who want to get clean because of a request made by a loved one to get help.

				There will also be those who will want to get clean for personal relief. For those who may find themselves in this category, it is very likely that the pleasure that was once enjoyed in a drug, drink, relationship, habit, etc., has now turned into pain and more problem than they can count. A line has been crossed at some point to where they are no longer in control, but are the ones being controlled. 

				Trying to break free from addiction’s grip can prove to be an exhausting and disheartening process when doing it on our own. Deferred success can further perpetuate a cycle of damaging behavior, especially when we feel as though everything we have tried has failed. In other words, our addiction can lead to feelings of discouragement and our feelings of discouragement can lead to a deeper level of addiction.

				There is a better way.

				This book is your invitation to know and experience personally the amazing love of God. He can and wants to make you clean!

				I don’t know what your relationship with God is like or if you even believe in Him at all. I’m here to tell you that He is passionate about you and would like nothing more than to be there for you in your greatest hour of need. His love is so extraordinary that He not only wants to remove the addiction that hurts us so, but replace it with true joy, peace, and satisfaction that lasts.

				It’s not uncommon for someone to misjudge you from time to time or misrepresent what you are all about by jumping to a conclusion based on a surface observation. In the same way, God can be misrepresented and misunderstood if we neglect to dig a little deeper in search for the truth ourselves.

			In the upcoming pages, we will discover a God that is wildly in love with you. And despite what you may have heard about Him or have felt you have experienced in the past, He wants to bring hope, healing, and restoration to your life.

		

	
		
			Chapter One

			“You Have no idea”

			“I’ve been clean for three and a half weeks,” he told me as we sat across from each other in an empty restaurant in central California. 

				“I haven’t touched a drop of alcohol or even smoked and I’m starting to see things more clearly. I’m actually thinking about going back to school.” 

				As Chris was speaking, I felt as though there should have been more excitement in his voice over the great news, but I only saw pain. 

				My heart was confused. His message was positive, but his demeanor was defeated. Perhaps Chris didn’t believe the actual words he was saying. I felt like with all his might was searching for freedom and wished he wished he had the real thing. Perhaps by saying these things out loud to me, he would convince himself that he wasn’t lying to the both of us. 

				As Chris began to open up about his experience, he said to me, “You have no idea.” In one simple phrase, he really said a lot. I got it. And as he spoke those words I felt it. Those four words represented years of pain, sorrow, loneliness, anger, fear, and doubt.

			A Destructive Past

			Part of what Chris was trying to explain to me that day was he felt as though there was no hope for someone with his past. He felt he had failed too many times, hurt too many people, and in some way felt he didn’t deserve a better life.

				In the New Testament, we are introduced to a character who you could say had similar hopeless thoughts about his condition. His name is not recorded for us in scripture, but we do know that he suffered from leprosy. Leprosy is a disease that causes damage to the skin, nerves, limbs, and eyes. Being infected could result in tissue loss and deformation. In Bible times, having leprosy was extra harsh because of the way people treated you. Not only would you suffer from the affliction of disease, but perhaps more oppressive would be the torment of rejection. 

				Mark 1:41-42 replays for us Jesus’ shocking response to this person’s seemingly hopeless condition, “And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean. And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.”

				This story gives us a glimpse into the heart of God. Jesus not only had sympathy for this person’s condition, but was willing to reach out and touch him when no one else would! The effect would be that this individual, who once suffered from disease and social prejudice, was instantly made clean and given a new life.

			A Constructive Resolution

			It can take time to realize the moment an addiction has taken control over our lives. To be willing to admit that it has can take much longer still. Whenever the moment comes in one’s life when they are ready to finally seek help, the outset can come as a shock. 

				“It shouldn’t be this hard,” we may tell ourselves.

				The fact is that addiction is tough to beat. Perhaps you have already spent a small fortune on self-help books, therapy sessions, treatment centers, and such – but all to no avail.

				Though it may be hard to imagine a future without addiction being a part of your life in some form, there is hope. There is freedom. You can be made clean once and for all from the stain and stigma of addiction.

			A New Way of Looking at it

			Chris’ difficult past, both destructive and constructive, led him to a place where he felt he could never win the battle over his addiction. Perhaps, he felt if he could not change by this point in his life, maybe he would never be able to. “You have no idea,” he said.

				That phrase takes me back to a letter written by Paul to his friends who lived in a city called Ephesus. Paul wanted to lead them on a journey of learning deeper truths about God. Paul truly longed for them to experience His love in a way they never knew before. Paul prays this beautiful prayer for them and says, 

				“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God” (Ephesians 3:17-19).

				In essence, what Paul was saying to his friends at Ephesus is that they had no idea. They had no idea of just how much God loved them and wanted to bring renewal and refreshment to their lives!

				I really don’t know how you came across this little book. Maybe it was recommended to you or maybe someone who loves you very much gave you a copy. However you came across this book, I want to tell you today that you have no idea. You may have had a difficult past and may have felt you have exhausted all your options, but there is a God who knows you. He knows your name. He knows what you have been through, and where you are now. He knows how you feel and He knows the thoughts that fill your mind. He cares about you and He is ready to come into your life today if you’ll let Him. Let Him make you clean.

		

	
		
			Chapter Two

			What does it mean

			to be clean?

			Have you ever made a resolution to quit your addiction? 

				Have you ever told yourself, “This is it! I’m really going to follow through this time.”

				Perhaps you made a decision to quit at the start of a new year, or after celebrating a major milestone in life, or maybe you had brief moment of clarity after a life-changing experience.

				Have you ever reached your goal? What was it like?

				What was the longest you went without your addiction? A week? A month? A year or more?

				When you got clean, did you find it difficult to stay clean?

				Why?

				

			Sobriety vs. Freedom

			We can paint addiction to be a certain evil that once removed, all our problems will disappear with it. We expect it to be that way, but our personal experience can reflect quite the opposite. In fact, it’s strange to think this but sometimes we reach the mountain top of sobriety, and we can feel worst than we did in our addiction! The cravings come back even stronger, everyday is a fight for your life, and it seems as though every last ounce of energy you have is spent resisting the urge to relapse. You see, the addiction still has control of your life. 

				Whether you are going with the flow of your addiction or paddling against its current, either way you are still trapped in its force. Spending your life wrestling with your thoughts, combating cravings and walking on a tightrope of temptation is not freedom. It is not the life God intended for you to live and it doesn’t have to be the way your story ends. Freedom, not sobriety, is the goal and God can give it to you.

			Getting to the Source

			It wouldn’t make sense to the person sinking in a boat to spend all of their time focusing on getting the water out without first investigating where the water is entering in. They may have temporary success and keep afloat for a little while, but eventually they will grow weary and never stay above water without going to the source of the problem. In a similar way, people who are plagued with addiction spend so much time exhausting themselves trying to remove it from their lives while never understanding how it came to enter in the first place.

				Before it turns intolerable, our addiction at first may be viewed as something innocent: a chance to escape reality, find pleasure, fulfill a need, or cope with a problem. The irony of addiction is that our problems never go away; in fact, they get worse until we actually deal with the original pain, bitterness, depression, anxiety, fear, anger, injury, void, or stress that led us to our addiction. This is the only way to freedom. 

				For many, I know it would ring true if I were to say that greater than the need to be clean on the outside, there is a deeper desire to be made clean on the inside. See, we are not a body that has a soul, but we are a soul that has a body. Our addiction is not what defines us. It’s who we are on the inside, underneath our skin, where we find our true identity. Sometimes the real us hurts. To simply detox our physical bodies from harmful substances (and “look the part” on the outside) will not bring the healing to our souls that we so desperately need.

				To be made clean by God means that He will not only remove the oppressive desires for our addiction but He will also repair any damages received from our addiction. 

				“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh” (Ezekiel 36:25-26).

			Why Won’t This Work?

			Remember the sinking boat? 

				What happens if you do find the source where the water is coming in? What if you find the hole to be too big or the pressure of the water to be too strong for you to contain? What if the resources you have available to you aren’t sufficient to plug the leak?

				We do all we can within our power to stop the problems that we have. We use different techniques and coping mechanisms. We use different mantras, listen to motivational podcasts, sign up for inspirational seminars, and attend various support groups.

				Any addiction and any influence for that addiction is no match for the tidal wave of toxic thinking. It is high time we remove any obstacles that stand in our way of finding recovery:

			• Giving in to temptation one more time will not make the desire go away, it will only grow stronger.

			• Though other people may have played a part in your addiction, you hold the power whether or not you stay in your addiction.

			• Putting off recovery one more day will not make it easier, but harder.

			• Trying to break free from addiction on your own has never worked and you need to turn to someone for help.

			• Consider that at the root of your problem may not just be a physical addiction but a spiritual condition that needs change from God.

			• It’s not too late; you’re not too far gone and it is possible for you to live free of addiction.

			• You matter. You are loved and have great value.

				The last point may be a more of a challenge to believe for some than others.

				Imagine our Warehouse Shipping Manager placed a crisp $100 bill in the center of this book when mailing it out. (Wouldn’t that be nice?) Now imagine that crisp $100 bill is actually not crisp, but old and worn. Maybe it has been crumpled up, stepped on and bears the noticeable marks of high use. Would you still use it? Of course!

				Maybe addiction has left you with some emotional scrapes and bruises, but you still hold value in God’s eyes. His love will claim you as his own, make you clean and use you for a great purpose which he has destined you to fulfill.

				

		

	
		
			Chapter Three

			We all fall short

			Have you ever had company come to your home unexpectedly and you try to clean the entire place in 30 seconds? No? Okay, so I’m not the only one.

				Let me paint the picture for the rest of you (who are living in denial, by the way) of the mad rush to pick up any shoes, empty cups, or blankets with embarrassing cartoon characters on them that may be scattered throughout the living room. If you are fortunate to have a team with you, someone else is running the vacuum, tidying up the kitchen, and lighting the ocean breeze scented candles all in a matter of seconds. And the closet…oh, the poor closet...is being crammed with so many miscellaneous things that have a small chance of never leaving that space again.

				Whether you can relate to this scenario or not – even if the place where you live doesn’t have a closet – the fact is that every single one of us has a “closet space” in our hearts. We all have a capacity to say, think, and do wrong. Not everyone can see the “dirt” that we hide in our hearts, but we know that it is there.

				In fact, this “closet” was not in the original plans of mankind’s design, but it was built into our hearts when we were born.

				“Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me… Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow” 

			(Psalm 51:5,7).

				

			It’s in Our Nature

			Have you ever observed the way young children in a nursery play with each other? It can be very heart-warming to watch and you may be in store for some good laughs but have you ever noticed that from time to time that there can be lawlessness?

				Some of the most cruel human beings I know are under the age of two! Biting, eye gouging, thievery, shady toy trades, and the list goes on. 

				Who taught those young kids to do those things? No, it’s not your spouse.

				The reality is that nobody did. It is in their nature to do wrong. The Bible calls this sin.

				Romans 5:12 tells us how we received this nature, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”

				Ever since the original choice of the first man and woman created to do wrong, this sin nature has been passed down to every generation.

				Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”

				Wealthy, poor, educated and uneducated, addict or not–we all have sin.

			Trying Harder to Do Better

			A stain has appeared on the fabric of our hearts. It’s called sin. Some stains are larger than others and some may appear worst than others on the surface. The truth is we are not called to be stain inspectors, comparing our stains with one another.

				In an attempt to deal with our own sin stain we decide to camouflage it with a “good smelling solution.” This maneuver will not remove the stain. It may disguise it, but it doesn’t make it disappear. Random acts of kindness, loving your neighbor, being a “good” person and even religious works cannot conceal the stain within.

				Applying a more concentrated effort to the problem will also not remove sin’s stain. Persistence, determination, and patience are all good qualities to have but will not make us clean the way we would hope. Trying harder to do better will only prove to exhaust oneself without eliminating the stain.

				“Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one” (Job 14:4).

				“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” 

			(Isaiah 64:6).

				Choosing to deny that we have been stained in the first place or deciding to ignore the fact will not undo any sin buried deep within our hearts. 

				Only by allowing God to remove the stain, we can finally be free from the penalty and power of sin.

			A High Price

			It may not take much convincing that there is a price to pay when it comes to sin. Though it may promise comfort and instant gratification, experience has taught us that there is an expensive cost that comes with it.

				“But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death” (James 1:14-15).

				“For the wages of sin is death…” (Romans 6:23a).

				There is an immediate sting when it comes to sin, but the end result comes at a high price. The word death in Romans is describing an eternal separation from God in a place called Hell. For some, it may seem like an extreme fate. To understand the consequence of sin, it is important to understand the character of God. He is kind, loving, and full of mercy – but He is also holy, just, and righteous. As the perfect Judge, God must uphold the law and must be consistent with its application.

				It can be tempting for us to think we should be excused in some areas of the law, while others should suffer the full penalty – especially if we feel their crime to be repulsive. 

				Imagine a judge who throws the book at someone for going 5 miles over the speed limit and in the next moment lets a serial killer walk free. “Unfair!” we would say. “These rulings are not right and this judge is unfit for their position.” 

				So you see my friend, in order for God to be just, he must uphold the law correctly, completely, and consistently.

		

	
		
			Chapter Four

			love will find a way

			One wet and miserable morning in Ohio, Ray Blankenship was making breakfast when he looked out the window to the open storm water drain that ran alongside his house. What he saw terrified him – a small girl being swept down the drain. He also knew that further downstream, the ditch disappeared with a roar underneath the road. Ray ran out the door and raced along the ditch, trying to get ahead of the little girl. Then he hurled himself into the deep, churning water. He surfaced and was able to grab the child’s arm. They tumbled end over end. Within about one meter of the drain going under the road, Ray’s free hand felt something protruding from one bank. He grabbed a hold and held on for dear life. “If I can just hang on until help comes,” he thought. But he did better than that. By the time fire-department rescuers arrived, Ray had pulled the girl to safety. Both were treated for shock. On April 12, 1989, Ray Blankenship was awarded the US Coast Guard’s Silver Lifesaving Medal. The award is fitting, as Ray Blankenship was at even greater risk to himself than most people knew. You see, Ray can’t swim.1

				Ray’s reaction that day to seeing a small girl in danger reminds me of God’s response to our need of being rescued from our sin.

				

			Beyond Compare

			People fall in and out of love with us, yet God’s love remains. Others may go through great lengths to tell us just how committed they are; yet God is willing to prove it. Close allies who were once our biggest fans have been turned away by our failures, yet God’s love remains constant. God knows the worst about us, yet He is the one who loves us most. 

				There is no comparison to how perfect, vast, and unconditional God’s devotion is to you.

			God’s Love Letter

			The Bible is God’s love letter written to you: it was written for you to get to know Him better. 

				Would you open your heart to God’s direct message to you? God is waiting to make you clean from the stain and stigma of addiction.

				“And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me” 

			(Jeremiah 33:8).

				“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you” (Ezekiel 36:25).

				“Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded” (Ezekiel 36:33).

				“Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions: but I will save them out of all their dwellingplaces, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, and I will be their God” (Ezekiel 37:23).

				

		

	
		
			Chapter Five

			louder than words

			On November 16, 1959, The Sound of Music (the timeless Rodgers and Hammerstein musical) began a 3½ year run on Broadway at the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre. Several weeks before the show’s opening, Oscar Hammerstein was diagnosed with stomach cancer. Prior to being admitted for surgery, the famed lyricist stopped at the theatre to convey encouragement and inspiration to his leading lady. He passed a piece of paper to the young actress playing Maria von Trapp.

				As Mary Martin opened the folded note, she read, “A bell is not a bell till you ring it. A song is not a song till you sing it. Love in your heart isn’t put there to stay. Love isn’t love till you give it away.”1

				Not only do we have God’s love written and recorded for us in His book, but He has gone through great lengths to prove it by His actions.	

				

			When Law Met Grace

				

			God has a responsibility to uphold the rule of law. At the same time, His affection for you would not allow you to suffer the consequences.

				The only way God could reconcile law and love was to pay the price Himself. 	

				“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

				“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

			A Perfect Payment

				

			God, the perfect Judge, with perfect love for you, offered the perfect payment for your sin: Himself.

				Imagine standing trial before a judge guilty of a crime for which you could not escape. Now picture this same judge stepping down from their bench to take your place and receive your punishment.

				How is this possible?

				Over two thousand years ago, God came down to man. His name is Jesus.

				“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us” (Matthew 1:23).

				“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth” (John 1:1, 14).

				Jesus did not inherit our sin nature because he wasn’t conceived by earthly parents. He was supernaturally placed in Mary’s womb. Being 100% God and 100% man, He lived a perfect life never sinning once. After 33 ½  years, He willingly gave his life to be used as a sacrifice paying the sin debt of the world.

				“In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:9-10).

				We had a debt that we could not pay and Jesus paid a debt He did not owe.

				“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” 

			(2 Corinthians 5:21).

				The story does not end at the cross. After being crucified, Jesus was buried and three days later He rose from the grave! He is alive today and offers His sacrifice as payment to bring peace, rest, and restoration to your life.

				“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved” (John 3:17).

		

	
		
			Chapter Six

			it’s that simple

			While Jesus hung on the cross, there was a man who also hung on a cross right beside him.	

				Unlike Jesus, this man was crucified for crimes of which he was guilty. After a brief exchange, Jesus told this man that in that very day he would be with him in paradise.

				This promise given by Jesus may come at a surprise to many. 

				This man was a criminal. He had nothing to offer Jesus. His hands and his feet were nailed to a piece of wood so he could do any work for Jesus. He wasn’t a member of a church, he didn’t donate a large sum of money, and he was not baptized.

				There is a story of another man in scripture who was promised a place in Heaven. This man was not a criminal but was placed in charge of criminals. He was a prison guard. And in Acts 16:30, he asks a very common question among people seeking relief and recovery from addiction, “…what must I do to be saved?”

				The answer is given to him in the very next verse, “…Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved…”

				It’s that simple.

			A Free Gift

				

			Romans 6:23 tells us that, “…the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

				There may be something within our heart that finds it difficult to receive such a gift without trying to pay for it ourselves. Like the prison guard in Acts 16, we feel there is something we can do in exchange for salvation, but Jesus reassures us that the work has been done.

				“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5).

				“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

			You Must Receive It

				

			Soap is a wonderful thing. It can clean, purify, remove stains, and even leave you smelling like coconut–but it cannot change you until it has been personally applied. Simply knowing the facts of how soap works and even being able to list its ingredients in alphabetical order does not make anyone clean.

				In the same way, simply knowing about God’s free gift does not actually save us until we personally receive it.

				“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name” 

			(John 1:12).

				“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13).

				Would you like to be forgiven, cleansed, and made new?

				Let’s review the truths we have learned in this book so far:

				We all fall short.

				

			“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

				

				There is a price to pay for sin.

				

			“For the wages of sin is death” 

			(Romans 6:23a).

				

				Jesus died, was buried, and rose again to pay for your sin.

			“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

				And we must simply believe and receive God’s payment by faith.

			“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Romans 10:9).

			“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13).

				You can receive God’s free gift right now. All you have to do is call out and ask Him. You can pray something like: 

				

			Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner. I know I cannot save myself. I believe You died and rose again to pay for my penalty. The best I know how, I ask You to save me and I receive your gift of eternal life. Thank You for saving me. Amen.

				If you trusted Christ as your Savior, God just gave you eternal life! Welcome to the family! 

				You can have confidence in His promise. God cannot lie (Titus 1:2) and He never goes back on His word. 

				Making the decision to receive God’s gift is just the beginning. The fact that you are forgiven and now made clean in God’s will never change, however, this is just the beginning.

				There is so much more to learn about God’s amazing love for you and His rich supply of grace for your daily life.

		

	
		
			Chapter Seven

			stain free

			Who doesn’t like opening presents? Some of the most exciting ones to open are those that have bonus gifts inside. When you thought you were unwrapping one gift - you now have the joy of unpacking several!

				

			Unpacking God’s Gift

				

			At the very moment you received Christ as Savior, several things happened:

				

			1. You have been forgiven of all our sins. 

			“Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered” (Romans 4:7).

			2. You have been given the gift of eternal life. 

			“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

			3. You are no longer condemned. ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life” 

			(John 5:24).

			4. You are made new. 

			“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:1).

			5. God’s Spirit dwells within you. “Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14:17).

			6. You were adopted into His family. “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature” (Romans 8:15).

			7. God will never reject you. 

			“All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37).

			In His Hands

				

			I have often spoken to people who doubt their salvation. They often refer to holding on to God or holding on to their faith. 

				It brings a great deal of comfort to know that my salvation is not dependent on me holding on to God, but rather the promise that God is holding on to me. He will never let you go.

				“And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand” (John 10:28-29).

			Faultless

				

			When God looks at you now, He no longer sees your guilty record. He only sees the righteousness of His Son, Jesus. God not only promises to clear your record, but He promises to never hold it against you! Once you have been made clean by God, you are forever in His sight seen as spotless.

				“As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12).

				“Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea” 

			(Micah 7:18-19).

				“I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins” (Isaiah 43:25).

				“For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more” (Hebrews 8:12).

			Deeper Than

			the Stain Has Gone

			Dark the stain that soiled man’s nature,

			Long the distance that he fell. 

			Far re-moved from hope and heaven, 

			Into deep despair and hell. 

			But there was a fountain opened, 

			And the blood of God’s own Son, 

			Purifies the soul and reaches

			Deeper than the stain has gone!

			Conscious of the deep pollution, 

			Sinners wander in the night, 

			Tho’ they hear the Shepherd calling, 

			They still fear to face the light. 

			This the blessed consolation, 

			That can melt the heart of stone, 

			That sweet Balm of Gilead reaches 

			Deep-er than the stain has gone!

			All unworthy we who’ve wandered,

			And our eyes are wet with tears; 

			As we think of love that sought us 

			Through the weary wasted years. 

			Yet we walk the holy highway,

			Walking by God’s grace alone 

			Knowing Calv’ry’s fountain reaches 

			Deeper than the stain has gone!

			When with holy choirs we’re standing 

			In the presence of the King, 

			And our souls are lost in wonder,

			While the white robed choirs sing; 

			Then we’ll praise the name of Jesus,

			With the millions round the throne; 

			Praise Him for the pow’r that reaches, 

			Deeper than the stain has gone!1

		

	
		
			A Note from the Authors

			If you received God’s free gift and have been made clean after reading this book, we would love to hear from you and would also love to place some resources in your hand to help you grow in your new relationship with God.

				Email: 	info@reformu.com

				Call: 	815.986.0460

				Write: 	RU Recovery Ministries. 

						333 E. State Street. 

						Rockford, IL. 61104

			Also, if you would like other resources explaining the truth of being made clean through the gospel of Jesus Christ, go to: rurecovery.com/madeclean

		

		
		

	
		
			Notes

			Chapter Four

			Paul Harvey, Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 

			https://storiesforpreaching.com/category/

			sermonillustrations/servanthood

			Chapter Four

			Tue Feb 8th, 2011 5:19pm 

			http://www.mi-reporter.com/life/love-

			isnt-love-until-you-give-it-away

			Chapter Seven

			Adger McDavid Page, 1882-1959

		

		
			
			

		

	
		
			Also Available from

		

	
		
			RU Recovery

		

		
			Personal Recovery Kit

		

		
			For the person struggling alone in 

			their addiction

			Discover real biblical freedom

			For the friend no sure how to help

			Learn how to help a friend or family member

			For the discouraged or defeated Christian

			Become a committed disciple of Christ

			For the person with a desire for more

			Get to know God on a personal level

			Learn more at 

			rurecovery.com/getprk
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			Participate in an online group

		

		
			Connect

			With a network of 2,000+ chapters and many friends across the country, we can connect you with qualified biblical mentors to support you on your journey to recovery.

			Care

			If you or someone you know needs the kind of care that only a residential program can provide, please visit ruhomes.org to learn more about our facilities in Rockford, Illinois.

			Community

			RUHQ Live brings together a community of people on all levels of recovery. Find strength and encouragement each week, ask questions, and share prayer requests and testimonies of victory. 

			Watch every Friday at 7 PM CST 

			rurecovery.com/live

		

		
			
			

		

	
		
			Find More Resources for Christian Growth and Discipleship

		

		
			Receive weekly encouragement 

		

		
			rurecovery.com/blog

		

		
			rurecovery.com/shop
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